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Upcoming Events 


2/12-16 - ARRL School Club Roundup 

2/24 - Dalton Hamfest 
https://www.facebook.com/DaltonAmateurRadioClub/ 

3/9 - State ARES Meeting 

4/6-7 - Georgia State Parks on the Air 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/5394091 14342595 

4/6-7 - Alabama State Parks on the Air 

4/8 - Total Solar Eclipse 


4/27 - Savannah Area Swap Meet 
https ://coastalamateurradiosociety.net/woW4LHSblog/? 
page id=1357 


Georgia on My Mind is a monthly newsletter of 
the ARRL, Georgia Section, highlighting the activi- 
ties of Amateur Radio Operators and Clubs within 
the State. 


To submit pictures, articles, or notices, please 
email the editor Karen Spradlin, K4LJS, at 


GeorgiaSectionARRL@gmail.com before the 5th of 
each month. 


To see previous issues of Georgia on My Mind: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/ 
folders/1rbZFGq9k5JO45dYC4IVQNgB-_6TqyO-S?usp=sharing 


Seeking news gatherers / reporters 


The Georgia on My Mind newsletter is 
looking for regional help around the state 
of Georgia. 


With 159 Counties, 9 ARES districts, and numer- 
ous ad hoc groups, it is very difficult to get timely 
information on the happenings around the state. 


The editor is seeking a group of individuals who 
would be interested in helping gather information 
from their general area and passing it along. It 
would be a great help towards making this news- 
letter more relevant to the State ARRL member- 
ship. Currently, Kathleen McCook, KN4IJM from 
Athens has agreed to help with the NE portion of 
the state. 


Regional contact information can be provided, 
just shoot Karen an email at 
GeorgiaSectionARRL @ gmail.com 


State ARES Meeting 
The State ARES Meeting is scheduled for March 9, Time 


2024, at the Georgia Public Safety Training Center 
in Forsyth, GA. Reserve the date! 


It is vital that anyone thinking to attend this 
event register ASAP. If the State determines 
that there are not adequate registrations, they 
will cancel our reservation of the facility. 


GEMA has added this event to their Training 
Calendar so ARES members can register for the 
event. The link to the page is: 


https://training.gema.ga.gov/TRS/courseDesc.do? 
cofld=58218&sourcePage=Calendar&date=03-09-2024 


e Click on: ‘I want to register.’ 

e On the login screen make sure that you use 
your GEMA training username and password. If 
you don’t have a GEMA training login, you can 
create one. 

e After logging in, click on ‘Register’ to begin the 
registration process. 


If you have previously registered, most of the fields 

will already have your contact information. Update 

any the data with any changes_ needed. 

Check the box at the bottom and click ‘Submit’. 

You registration will show you on the ‘Wait List’. 

This is the standard GEMA process. You will be Session 2 - 

approved later. HIPAA Training for Hospital 
Lee Stone, KT4LS Operations 

GAARES - Section Emergency Coordinator 


Location 


Conference Bay B Introduction to Hospital Ops 

(Hospital Operations) | Hospital Ops HIPPA Training 

Room 115 Portable/Field Ops | Digital Modes Digital Modes Portable/Field Ops 
Room 102 Safety Operations Safety Operations 


D-Star / D-Rats EOC Operations |EOC Operations D-Star / D-Rats 


NVIS Exercise 
Update/Planning 


Situational 
Awareness Map 


Georgia Situational Map 


ARES Southeastern US Situational Awareness Map 


It's 2024 and time for a look ahead to what's in 
store for the ARES SE Situational Awareness Map! 


It's winter, and an old man's thoughts turn to warm 
sea breezes and drinks with umbrellas. So... as | 
was doing some maintenance on the Situational 
Awareness Map | found that NOAA has made 
available all of its coastal charts in a web map for- 
mat we can use. 


Why worry about charts? Well, charts are the 
maps of waterways, and stuff happens on water, 
stuff our friends on the coast may need to support. 
Those of us up in the metro Atlanta area often for- 
get that Georgia has 110 miles of coastline, 3,400 
miles of tidal shoreline, 14 barrier islands and nine 
major estuaries - that's a lot land/ocean interface 
that is only mapped from the landward side. These 
charts give us a view from the ocean side. 


This new layer is just a test. If there's enough inter- 
est (from the folks down along the coast), I'll keep 


it in the map. If not, I'll remove it. The layer is off by 


default, but easy to turn on. If you are a member of 
ARES and live along the coast, let me know if you 
thing this will be useful. 


I've added a layer grouping titled ‘Critical Infra- 
structure’ (not to be confused with County Critical 
Infrastructure). and pulled most non-weather relat- 
ed data up under that heading. | also re-ordered 
the listings for data, starting with state-level data at 
the top, then Region 4 data, then National data. | 
did this because state data should always take 
precedence over regional or national data, so it 
displays with a higher priority. 


Under State data, for Georgia, I've added the GE- 
MA Safe Dams data (category | & Il dams). This 
layer is off by default - you'll have to turn it on to to 
view. 


Under National data there have been three major 
changes: 
Added ESRI Transportation 
Added National Dam Inventory - off by default 
Deleted (yet again) the HIFLD National Shelter 
Database. DHS has again pulled down the lay- 
er, and | don't know why. It data goes up and 
down like a yo-yo, and I'm tired of chasing my 
tail on this one. Shelters are out of the map for 
the foreseeable future (and no, there's nobody 
in Washington | can call to get this fixed). If 
you want shelters shown for your county you'll 
have to participate in the County Critical Infra- 
structure program. 
And of course the NOAA Coastal Chart layer that 
was added yesterday. 


Georgia Situational Map cont. 


So what's in store for the map in 2024? Well, | 
haven't received any definitive information from 
ESRI regarding changes and improvements to the 
web mapping platform - just minor quarterly up- 
grades. Of course there will be regular updates 
and improvements to the data layers in the map - 
that's an on-going maintenance process that | han- 
dle on my end. Right now | anticipate 2024 just 
being a year of routine tweaks and maintenance. 


Now, as Joan Rivers was famous for saying, ‘Can 
we talk?’'... 


| get very little feedback on this map beyond the 
occasional ‘t's great!' or ‘how do | update my re- 
peater data?' | can count the number of substan- 
tive comments | received in 2023 on the fingers of 
one hand, and have two fingers left over. | know 
it's being used because | see the usage stats on 
the back end. As much as I'd love to think that | 
don't get feedback is because the map is perfect, 

I'm not naive. To make this a better tool for ARES 

and EMCOMM use, | need input! Specifically, 

e Does the map work the way you think it should, 
or the way you need it to work? 

e Does the map layout make sense? Is there a 
better way to organize data in the map? Do the 
layering conventions make sense? 

e Do the tools I've embedded in the map 
(Search, Elevation Profile, Coordinate Conver- 
sion, Printing, etc.) work, and do they fill a real 
need based on how you use the map? Are 
there other tools or functionalities you'd like to 
see added? 

e Would you like to have other data layers add- 
ed? What you see in the map are the layers | 
have selected. Do they mesh with what you 
need in the map? 


Last, let's talk about the County Critical Infrastruc- 
ture program (again). National, regional, and even 
state-level datasets age-out fast. They are good 
for high level planning, but really shouldn't be re- 
lied on for local-level decision making. This is 
where the County Critical Infrastructure program 
comes in. This is where you, as an ARES EC, and 
in conjunction with your county EMA, determine 
what in your county is YOUR critical infrastructure. 
The process of getting your critical infrastructure in 
the map is very simple and can be done quickly. 
Yet, after three years of talking about this concept, 
only five (5) out of 156 counties have opted into 
the program. One of the interesting bits of feed- 
back I've gotten from some of the participating 


counties is that the process of thinking through 
what is or isn't critical infrastructure has been en- 
lightening. Few county ARES groups or EMAs ac- 
tually sit down and think this through. By going 
through the County Critical Infrastructure identifi- 
cation drill you may, for the first time, come to 
agreement with your EMA as to just what your 
county's critical infrastructure truly is. The decision 
process alone is worth the price of admission! 


January 25th we added Spalding County's County 
Critical Infrastructure layer to the Situational 
Awareness Map. My thanks to Kathy, N8JLJ for 
working with her EMA to get this data together for 
Spalding County. 


ARES Southeastern US Situational Awareness Map 
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At the upcoming State ARES Meeting I'll be doing 
a presentation on the Situational Awareness Map, 
and focusing on the County Critical Infrastructure 
concept, and why it's important. Hope you can 
make it! ! 


As always, if you have any questions, comments, 
or need support, don't hesitate to contact me. 
Brian Haren, W8BYH 


GA Situational Map 

https://georgia-ares- 
oldtopographer.hub.arcgis.com/ 
apps/9695e774a1c64971b43bb89a8bae766e/ 
explore 


GA Web Mapping Hub 
https://georgia-ares- 
oldtopographer.hub.arcgis.com/ 


Solar Eclipse & Marathon 


Total Solar Eclipse — April 8, 2024 


Please help spread the word to your club about 
April’s upcoming scientific event. 


Lk oe le 

April 8, 2024, will bring a total solar eclipse. This 
celestial event will be followed widely by hams be- 
cause of the sudden and dynamic changes that 
occur in the ionosphere during an eclipse. While 
much is known about ionospheric propagation, 
much is still to be learned. And this will be the last 
solar eclipse in North America for nearly 20 years. 


ARRL is partnering with HamSCl — the Ham Radio 
Science Citizen Investigation to encourage ama- 
teurs to get on the air and operate as part of 
the The HamSCl Festivals of Eclipse lonospheric 
Science. Propagation experiments will include the 
Solar Eclipse QSO Party using CW, FT4/8, SSB 
and other digital modes and The Gladstone Signal 
Spotting Challenge (GSSC) using CW, WSPR and 
FST4W modes. 


The April 8"" event will run from 1400-2400 UTC 
and amateurs may operate on any band and any 
mode from 6-160 meters (except the WARC 
bands.) All the details may be _ found 


at www.hamsci.org/eclipse. 


If you have any questions or know of a club that 
would be interested in having a presentation to 
learn more about the science around the events, 
please contact the HamSCl Public Relations Of- 
ficer, Ed Efchak WX2R at 


pressrelations@hamsci.org. 


Tell your hams to save the dates...get on the air... 
and please send in a log. 


Ed Efchak WX2R 
Public Information Coordinator, 
Northern New Jersey Section 


Athens RC Marathon - Jan. 28 
Athens Radio Club -Communications at the first 
Classic City Marathon. Start was 6am. 

a | a! J 


Bob Herrin, Fo gy Asma 
KE4JLL was Rees 

net control (Nsy 

at Classic — 
Center 


Jess Hickey, N4JAH at the 
if Marathon start area. 


Upcoming & Past Events 


Georgia 
State Parks 


OntThe Ar 


As of Feb. 11th these 9 parks do not have any- 
one claiming them for either of the two days. It is 
time to get some on your calendar for another 
great GA-POTA event. 


K-2165: A. H. Stephens State Park 

K-2172: Elijah Clark State Park 

K-2174: Florence Marina State Park 

K-2191: Mistletoe State Park 

K-2195: Reed Bingham State Park 

K-2197: Seminole State Park 

K-2200: Stephen C Foster State Park 

K-3728: Providence Canyon State Park 
K-7861: Suwannee River Eco-Lodge State Park 


Here is the link for the Activator Registration Form 
for the 2024 Georgia State Parks on the Air. https:// 


gaparks.orq/gaspota/index.php? 
func- 


tion=activatorregistration&foclid=lIwAR3FX9g1jkB12t8fG BO 
TePxbMj6NngFbryPtZxXTo6qah_ocK77bQ-syYDA 


Although we can "share" parks with other POTA 
activators, we do want to get as many of the Geor- 
gia State Parks on the POTA spotter during the 
weekend of April 6-7, 2024. 


A : SORBA Race 


» February 3, several NW 
Georgia ARES groups pro- 
vided communications for 
the Southern Off-Road Bi- 
cycle Association Snake 
==. lime Trial. This is a bike 
5 race of 50, 35 & 18 miles. 


$s = A special thanks to all who 
jee. participated: 


“s) ARISS 


adio on the International Space Station 


The Amateur Radio on the International Space 
Station (ARISS) Program is seeking formal and 
informal education institutions and organizations, 
individually or working together, to host an Ama- 
teur Radio contact with a crew member onboard 
the ISS. ARISS anticipates that the contacts would 
be held between July 1, 2024 and December 31, 
2024. 


The deadline to submit a proposal is February 
29, 2024. Proposal information and more details 
such as expectations, proposal guidelines and the 
proposal form can be found at www.ariss.org. 


Amateur Radio on the International Space Station 
(ARISS) is a cooperative venture of international 
amateur radio societies and the space agencies 
that support the International Space Station (ISS). 
In the United States, sponsors are the American 
Radio Relay League (ARRL), Amateur Radio Digi- 
tal Communications (ARDC), Radio Amateur Sat- 
ellite Corporation (AMSAT), NASA’s Space Com- 
munications and Navigation program (SCaN) and 
the ISS National Lab—Space Station Explorers. 
The primary goal of ARISS is to promote explora- 
tion of science, technology, engineering, the arts, 
and mathematics topics. ARISS does this by or- 
ganizing scheduled contacts via amateur radio be- 
tween crew members aboard the ISS and stu- 
dents. Before and during these radio contacts, stu- 
dents, educators, parents, and communities take 
part in hands-on learning activities tied to space, 
space technologies, and amateur radio. 


Winter Field Day 2024 
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Atlanta - > 
W4CLR_ David 
Schiff 


Cherokee County K4R 

32 participants, 450 Contacts 

4 stations on Red Top Mountain, 
Bottom, L-R Rob Bruderer, 
W1JKU, Jonathon Price, 
KM4ZHZ, Tom Perry, KN4LSE, 
Gary Klein, KK4HCG, Lee Hall, 
K4Q0O, Mark Schulze, KO4IFY, 
and Don Bachand, KO4RKF. 


Coastal 
ARS 
Kevin Bell, 
KW4B 
and John 
Lytjen, 
NW4TF 


Winter Field Day 2024 


Columbus ARC - 2” of rain 


Jasper Radio Club - just a few antennas 

Nate Wilson, KQ4DJJ & Murdock Gragg, W4JNR 
Ricky Bramlett, NG4DX & Frank Dean, K4SJR 
300 Contacts, 8792 points 


Winter Field Day 2024 


MiddleGeorgia & Central Georgia 

Two clubs, the CGARC Central Georgia Amateur 
Radio Club and MGRA Middle Georgia Radio As- 
sociation, had a group winter field day at one of 
the members home barn. A good turnout and nice 
location for hanging wire antennas in the tall pines 
out back. 

Moe Ryjayki, KO4GBB 


Tri-County ARC 
Nathaniel Christman,K4VQ, 

Brandon Myers, KQ4KFI, and 
Max Chavez, KN40TT 


Awards / New Hams 


Paulding County 
On Wednesday, January 24, 2024 Paulding Coun- 


ty Emergency Management Agency volunteer 
Dave Fuller was presented with a Volunteer Ap- 
preciation Award in recognition for his dedication 
and leadership for the past 15 years as the Emer- 
gency Coordinator for Paulding County Amateur 
Radio Emergency Service. He served in this vol- 
unteer leadership position from 2008-2023. 


As the Emergency Coordinator, Dave Fuller was 
responsible for leading Paulding County ARES 
volunteers through planning, preparedness, and 
response phases of emergency management to 
support Paulding County EMA. In addition to his 
duties with the organization, he worked with 
Paulding County EMA to organize ARES volun- 
teers for planned community events and emergen- 
cy response. 


When presenting the award, Paulding County 
EMA Director Stephen M. Dooley said, “Organized 
and vetted volunteers are on the front line of any 
disaster response. We are able to accomplish our 
agency goals and assist our community partners 
as well as neighboring counties to the level that 
we do with the support of our EMA Volunteers.” 


Paulding County EMA is truly appreciative to Dave 
for his service to Paulding County Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service, Paulding County Emergency 
Management Agency, and the community as a 
whole. 


https://www. 1strespondernews.com/news/012924102/ 
aulding-county-ema-volunteer-dave-fuller-presented-with- 

volunteer-appreciation-award? 
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Cherokee County 
Martin Buehring, KB4MG was interviewed by Eric 


Guth (4Z1UG) for the QSO Today Podcast for the 
week of Jan 22nd., which is episode 485. It was a 
real privilege to be Eric's guest and be able to talk 
about the early influences by ham radio and on 
my career choices. Check it out. 
https:/www.qsotoday.com/ 


That 


Kenneth Franklin Dean 
K4SJR 


has submitted proof of 
working Parks on the Air 
entities during the weekend of 
January 20-21, 2024 UTC. 


Dots, Dashes & Tidbits 


Georgia Section Nets 
ARES Phone & Digital Nets 
Conducted on Sundays 
unless there is a declared emergency 
Note: GA ARES Net information can be found at 
gaares.org — Select Nets & Frequencies 


Georgia Section ARES Net: 
Section Net Manager: Frank Hobbs, KN4QJ 
kn4qi@arrl.net 
Sundays @ 2200 UTC on 3975 KHz. 
Net control operator: Frank Hobbs, KN4QJ 
Alt. net control operator: Jim Altman, W4UCK 
Alt. net control operator: Frank Dean - K4SJR 


Georgia Section ARES Digital Nets: 


Section Digital Net Manager & Asst. Section Traffic 
Manager - Don Jones, K4GO k4go@arrl.net 
Digital Team Leaders also serve as net control operators. 


Winlink Net Manager: Russell Prevost, AB4QQ 
Sun. 0001-2100 Send checkins to GAARES-Net 
Net control operator: Hank Blackwood, K4HYJ 
Net control operator: Mark Bell, N7GRB 

Net control operator: David Blubaugh, ND1J 

Net control operator: Brian Freeman, KN4DLT 
Net control operator: Bill Hall, K9SHRO 


PSK & Traffic Nets Net Manager Kory Oldham, W4RZ 
Traffic Sun. @ 2100 UTC -PSK125 every odd month 
Net control operator: Richard Austin, W4BYT 

Net control operator: David Blubaugh, ND1J 

Net control operator: Bob Garza, K4TLG 

Net control operator: Don Jones, K4GO 

Net control operator: Ken Wallis, KM4HOS 


D-RATS Net Net Manager Brian Freeman - KN4DLT 
Sunday, every even month at 2100 UTC 
Net control operator: Hank Blackwood K4HYJ 


DStar Net 3rd Monday of month, 2030 on REF030B 


A.R.E.S. Monthly Report for January 2024 
Number of DECs/ECs reporting - 48 
Number of ARES nets - 1907 
Nets with NTS liaison - 5 
Number of Exercises & 
Training Sessions - 841 (3042hrs.) 
Number of Public Service events - 23 (237 hrs.) 
Number of Emergency Operations - 3 (24 hrs.) 
Number of SkyWarn Operations - 6 (31 hrs.) 
Total of Exercises & Events 873 
Total of person hours 3,333 


National Traffic System (NTS) Nets 


CW Nets 
Georgia State Net (GSN): Medium speed CW 
Net Manager, John Laney - K4BAI Alt. 
Daily at 7:00 pm and 10:00 pm on 3549 KHz. 


Georgia Training Net (GTN): Slow speed CW 
Net Manager, Jerry Brunet - WE4GA 
Daily at 9:00 pm 3549 KHz. 


Phone Nets 
Georgia Cracker Net: 
Net Manager, John Collette - AF4XZ 
Daily at 0700 Mon-Sat, 0800 Sun. on 3995 KHz. 


Georgia Single Sideband Association Net: 
Net Manager, Terry Cantrell - W4WTC 
Nightly at 2300 UTC on 3975 KHz. 

web address: gssaradio.net 


Georgia Traffic and Emergency Net (GTEN): 
Net Manager, Louis Hernandez - K4IIE 
Nightly at 2315 UTC on 3982.5 KHz. 


New EC for Peach County 
Connie Holland - KK4ZFL 


Ham Radio Volunteers Needed 

Event: Publix Marathon 

When: Sunday, February 25th, 2024 

Where: Downtown Atlanta 

Sign Up: Atlanta Track Club Website 

Enter the password “ham2023” to sign up for the 
“Communications — Ham Operator” position. 


This is a public service event that offers a good 
training opportunity for GA ARES members. 
Details: The Publix Atlanta Marathon is a major 
event and needs operators to communicate for 
race officials, water stops, pace vehicles, SAG 
(Support and Gear) wagons, and bicyclists. There 
is a new route this year. The race will start and 
end at the Home Depot Backyard of the Mercedes 
Benz Stadium. 


The first draft of assignments will be sent out on or 
around February 11, 2024. 

Home Depot Backyard, 80 Northside Drive NW, 
Atlanta, GA 


